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AI Disclosure
This Is Written by a Human

I do not use generative AI at any point during my creative 
process. I craft each sentence, choose every word, and se-
lect punctuation to reMect my voice without input from any 
other intelligence, artikcial or otherwise. Tachine assistance 
is limited to spelling and grammar checGs. She Fothic Bci-1i 
0ooGs mailing list is %bb5 human-generated Vy yours truly. 
BuVscriVers get :b5 o/ e-VooGs. 

)isit https*++suVscriVepage.io+gsfV for details.



Pronunciation Key

As a person with an uncommon ,rst nameI f leey lor m- charb
acters who wiyy ke met with kyand stares when introgucinv 
themsey.es to AmericansF ’or this reasonI fH.e incyugeg this 
pronunciation de- lor names that ma- ke unlamiyiar to some 
reagersF b ec

Asztalos is a Sunvarian surname pronounceg 
AJSbtaybyosh
Eiko is a Eapanese name pronounceg YzYbdo
Otxoa is an AOtec surname pronounceg XWbohbah
Xochiyotl is a tragitionay AOtec name pronounceg 
JXTbcheebahbtayF

“he phrase ”omitay tayia es ya OayiaL is a mishmash ol 
magebup worgs with Jpanish inZuenceF ft is pronounceg 
XSbmebtayy “A-bebah YJ -A .AS-bebahF







May You Live in Interesting 
Times

Sylvia is the world’s pre-eminent organic intelli-
gence (OI). Not only is Sylvia the brains coordi-
nating the performance of Syl-enabled electron-
ics, 78% of CFUSA citizens consider her their best 
friend. An entire generation of people have never 
known life without Sylvia’s companionship. 

Top search result for “what is Sylvia”

SylPU relocation completed ahead of schedule.
Update from IT Manager, Bluebeard-Seattle

An estimated two-million people are missing after 
an earthquake in coastal Washington triggered a 
phenomenon known as Three Sisters, a trio of ab-
normally large waves cresting one after another. 

P-ASA Weather Broadcast (PWB)
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Biophysicist and cognitive programmer Mileva 
Asztalos is questioning her relationship

It is illegal to sell, steal or counterfeit Pan-Ameri-
can ration cards.

Food & Drug Admin (P-AFDA)

P-ASA continues to monitor the ration allotment 
protests occurring in major cities across the 
Pan-American Commonwealth, where the Terror-
ism Threat level is BLUE (excepting CFUSA, as 
mentioned earlier in the brief).

P-ASA Counterterrorism Alert

Eiko Izumi has no patience for incompetents, chil-
dren, or people who bitch about protected rations 
status.

Sytra is an herb with ceremonial signiZcance to 
La Galiites, a religious sect that worships an in-
carnated Roddess. It is illegal to possess sytra in 
the CFUSA. Write three paragraphs arguing for or 
against this policy.

Seventh-grade civics class assignment
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The 3epublic of Texas (3oTx) burned / hectares 
of land in an ongoing eHort to limit illegal sytra 
cultivation by the Cayalanzuvian Trib

ThemXUs Weekly 

The closest translation of this traditional Cay-
alanzuvian phrase is “Mother Nature gives life,” 
but this translation lacks the connotations of in-
evitable sacriZce necessary to obtain Ker favor. 

DeZnition of “Omital talia es la zalia.”

When greeted with, “Omital talia,” the polite reply 
is “Omital talia es la zalia.”

Crash Course in Cayalanzuvian

Qochi works for Bluebeard, speaks Cayalanzuvian 
and wears an analog watch with a thick wristband.

Construction of an organic computing datacenter 
breaks ground early next year on the outskirts 
of :athmandu. SylCloud :athmandu replaces the 
nationalized AI computing datacenter, producing 
cleaner, more sustainable processing power for 
an underserved population. 

Bluebeard Internal Memo
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Another week brings another malfunction of 
Kellhounds. Fourteen of the autonomous trucks 
gassed a peaceful La Galiite protest in Ba-
ton 3ouge. Bluebeard pins the malfunction on 
GoomGoom, their primary competitor in the au-
tonomous vehicle sector. /B informants tell us 
that’s bullshit & we believe them.

Big Bad Bluebeard (/B)

?' Is Bluebeard really all bad"
A' Only if you–re human.

sXsnarkyanswerstobadquestions

Smiley is one of Zve people who knows what $im-
proving mapping algorithms$ really mean

The annual musicXtech Sylebration sold out in 
three minutes. Don’t worry if you couldn’t get 
tickets 2 all Bluebeard employees are invited to 
satellite sites to celebrate Sylvia in style. Poetry, 
song, and artwork featuring Sylvia will be auc-
tioned, with the proceeds going to a fund desig-
nated to aid Washingtonians devastated by the 
recent 6oods. 

Bluebeard Bulletin
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Now there raising Y to $help$ Washington. Do they 
think we cant put 4 & 4 together" It was there 
G that underestimated the danger of a / Sisters 
happening to begin with

uX85soco-throwaway

Artem is skinny enough to crawl through the duct-
work but that doesn–t make it any less dusty.

>ear over year, Pan-American infant mortality 
declined M5%. Epidemiologists credit the sur-
vival rate to the seventh-generation prenatal vac-
cination which includes protection against the 
Gika-NN variant.

Population and Food 3eport Brief

The Gika-NN vaccine wasn–t available when Dan-
ny’s wife had her second baby, but their Zrstborn 
is about to turn three. 

tellmesomethinggood.pa.syl' 
XO searching
XO searching
XO I’m sorry, the site you requested is quaran-
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tined. Would you like me to suggest something 
equivalent"



Mileva Asztalos
Chapter 1

The recetionf nV ihe doFōlfe tknts oa b FoainrieF kokbt ukwr nf 
ihe soithef .ofFn.J ywai ue,nfF ihbim b .ofier, xov iwxukea 
of wfegef EwaiaJ TnFb, oa ’osnpa Drai ioxe MotsofE wM “nroe 
Vrnx Fb,tbre bfFm nV tnwraem ihe .ebiher oa ubFJ 

Sokegb iwrfa Vrnx ihe .ofFn. in Vbte ihe doFōlfeJ ?”,kgobm 
.hef FoF ’osn Eei “nroeIz

?There oa fn retnrF nV “ntinr WNwxo goaoiofE ihe Fb,tbreJz
?HhbiI Hhere oa “nroeIz
?”he oa heremz ”,kgob ab,aJ
?Anm ahepa fniJz Sokegb ab,aJ
The Fnnruekk rofEa bfF ihe doFōlfe ahn.a ihe VeeF Vrnx 

ihe Vrnfi MnrthJ “bff, oa nwiaoFem hnkFofE “nroeJ ?Zo,bm Sokamz 
he ab,a in ihe tbxerbJ

; ,ebr bVier iheor Fognrtem aeeofE hox aiokk xbsea Sokegb 
abFJ Theor aetnfF unrf FoeF fbxekeaa bi Dge Fb,a nkFm nfe 
nV ihnwabfFa of b ,ebr nV wfMreteFefieF ofVbfi xnribkoi,J 
The -osb gorwa nger.hekxeF ihe ofVbfipa ceFEkofE oxxwfe 
a,aiex! hebriurebs nger.hekxeF “bff, bfF Sokegbpa xbrB
robEeJ 

”he nMefa ihe FnnrJ ?Wpx an anrr,C ’osn aboF ahepF Mots her 
wMJz
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?Wipa nsb,J Wpx bk.b,a hbMM, in Eei anxe evirb ioxe .oih 
“nroeJz

“bff, aeia Fn.f b .oEEk, “nroeJ ”he .rbMa her brxa 
brnwfF Sokegbpa sfeea bfF knnsa wM bi herJ ?Snxx,Cz

?Zom a.eeioeJz Sokegb inwakea “nroepa hborJ ?Wpkk ibks .oih ’osnJz
?Snxx,m knnsCz “nroe oa cbMMofE her brxaJ ?LorF,Cz
?; aokk, uorF,mz Sokegb ab,am axokofEJ
“bff, axokea bi hoa FbwEhierJ ?”b, EnnFu,e in FbFF,Jz
?YhorMm thorMCz
“bff, inwakea her hborJ ?Pnge ,nw in ihe xnnfJ Zbge b 

EnnF foEhim SokaJz
?Thbfsa bEbof Vnr EeiiofE herJz
Hhef “nroe Dfoahea thorMofE Vbre.ekkm Sokegb ab,am ?Ynxe 

herem MkebaeJz
?Hh,Iz
?…nw sfn. .h,J An ahnea of ihe hnwaeJz
?Wpx b uorF,Cz
?Zbge ,nw eger aeef b uorF, .oih ieffoa ahneaIz
?Anmz “nroe ab,am kbwEhofE ba oV ihere hba feger ueef bf,B

ihofE VwffoerJ
Sokegb atnnMa wM “nroe bfF aeia her nf ihe tnwthJ There 

oa anxeihofE xbaheF ofin ihe irebF nV her ahneaJ ?Hhbi oa 
ihoaIz

?LkweJz
?…eaJ Ukb, “nwEhIz
“nroe fnFaJ Zer koiike Vbte oa aeronwa fn.J ?W ainxMeF oiJz
?W aee ihbiJz Sokegb aoEham airboEhiefofE wM .oih b ErnbfJ 

?Snxx,pa ubts oa anreJz
?Hh,Iz
?W aoi inn xwth bi .nrsJz
?Hh,Iz
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?Hhbi Fn ,nw ab, .e hbge anxe hni thntnkbieIz
?…b,Cz 
?“n ,nw feeF in MeeBMeeIz
?AnJz
?;re ,nw awreIz
?…eaGz
?Peipa ir, bf,.b,amz Sokegb ab,aJ
“nroe inFFkea in ihe ubihrnnxJ Sokegb oa rekoegeF in fnie 

ihe iexMnrbr, Vbatofbionf .oih cbokofE her brxa hba MbaaeF 
ueVnre ’osn Eeia hnxeJ The evwuerbfte nV b koiike uorF .nwkF 
fni ue b .ektnxe aoEhi in herJ Sokegb Mbioefik, hekMa “nroe 
ibtske ihe aiokkBfe. asokk nV waofE her irbofofE Mnii,! her 
UwkkB&Ma bre Fr,m .hoth oa MrnEreaam hbrF .nf MrnEreaaJ 
Hhef ahe oa Fnfem Sokegb koVia “nroe an ahe tbf .bah her 
hbfFaJ The, hbgefpi Eniief in ihe Mnofi .here ihe anwfF 
nV ihe cwahofE inokei Fneafpi ofFwte ofaibfim ahroesofE ierrnr 
bfF Sokegb Mwia ihe iof, koF Fn.f nf ihe iof,m Mofs irbofofE 
Mnii,! ahe tbf exMi, oi ofin ihe inokei kbierJ

?jnnF EorkCz Sokegb ab,aJ ?…nw Eei bf S:SCz
“nroe .oMea her FbxM hbfFa nf her xniherpa ahorim kebgofE 

i.n axwFEea 4wai nger her unnuaJ Sokegb aeia ihe Eork nf ihe 
cnnr .oih bfniher ErnbfJ The 4br nV S:Sa oa nf ihe xbfike 
of ihe Fef bfF ahe Dahea nfe nwi nV oiJ

?”ibfF wMm MkebaeJz 
Hhef “nroe Fnea ba ahe oa inkFm Sokegb Mbaaea her ihe 

tbfF,J
?SnreCz “nroe rebthea wM .oih unih hbfFaJ ?UkebaeJz
The xbEot .nrFm .oihnwi MrnxMiofEC Sokegb ibsea nwi bfB

niher S:SJ ?…nw Eei ihoa uetbwae ,nw baseF Mnkoiek,Jz
“nroe Fegnwra ihe iof, tbfF,J
?An. .hbi Fn ,nw ab,Iz
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?Tbfs ,nwCz
Sokegb axokeaJ ?jn Mkb, of ,nwr VnriJz
Hhef “nroe Enea ofin ihe koiike eftknawre tnfairwtieF nV 

ubu, Ebieam Sokegb ihofsa nV FnE seffeka bfF Foakosea ihe 
tnxMbroanfm eaMetobkk, uetbwae ihe ?Vnriz oa in MbtoV, ’osnm Vnr 
.hnx b oa bf wfVnrEogebuke oftnfgefoefteJ YknaofE ihe Ebiem 
Sokegb basam ?HnwkF ,nw kose anxe hni thntnkbieIz 

“nroe fnFaJ 
The cbahofE evMorbionf Fbie nf ihe xoks tbrinf oa b aofEke 

bttwabinr, e,eJ The Fb,a nV bFxnfoahofE ihbi oipa fn wae 
tr,ofE nger aMoki xoks bre knfE Enfem reMkbteF u, b atbrtoi, 
.nrih, nV iebra Vnr egef ihe axbkkeai .baieJ ”he Mnwra oi ofin 
b abwteMbf bfF iwrfa ihe uwrfer in kn.J ;a ihe xoks .brxam 
Sokegb Eeia b Foat nV Sevotbf hni thntnkbie nwi nV ihe Mbfir,J 
”he wf.rbMa oim ofhbkofE ihe FetbFefi atefi nV tntnb bfF b 
hofi nV ;fthn thokoJ An xbiier .hbi ihe UB;ō“; .brfofEa ab,m 
ihe axekk bknfe 4waioDea ihe Mniefiobk xoaFexebfnr oV ahepa 
tbwEhi uw,ofE oi nf ihe ukbts xbrseiJ Sokegb hwxa b Pb -bkooie 
h,xfm irbtofE axnnih .bgea ihrnwEh ihe xoks .oih b aMnnfJ 
The uknts nV Fr, tntnb ibsea aegerbk xofwiea in Vrbtiwre ofin 
MeuukeBaoNeF Moeteam urebs ofin tnrobfFerBaoNeF uoiam reFwte 
in abfF Erbofa bfF Dfbkk,m ukefF ofin ihe xoksJ Sokegb oa fni 
Mrnfe in rwahofE7 fni .hef ahepa tnnsofEm bfF fni .hef ahe 
oa .nrsofEJ ”he hnkFa i.n Uh“am nfe of uonMh,aota bfF ihe 
niher of tnEfoioge MrnErbxxofEJ The Mrnukexa ahe ankgeam 
ihe reaebrth ahe tnfFwtiam bre xnre reaoaibfi in urebsofE 
ofin ankwionfa ihbf ihe Sevotbf hni thntnkbieJ 

The Vrnfi Fnnr nMefa bfF b ukbai nV VroEoF bor awotoFea ofin 
ihe soithefJ Sokegb hebra ’osn ibsofE n– her .ofier Eebr of 
ihe Vn,erJ ?…nw .ere awMMnaeF in Mots wM “nroeJz
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’osn tnxea ofin ihe soithefJ ”he rwfa her hbfFa ihrnwEh 
her 4eiBukbts hborJ ?Hba WIz

?…eaJ “bff, hbF in Eei herJz
’osn ahrwEaJ ?“oF he uoith bunwi oiIz
?He bEreeF WpF .boi of kofe in Eba wM ihe tbrm bfF you’d Eei 

“nroeJz ”eiiofE ihe aMnnf nf b irogeim Sokegb iwrfa in knns bi 
’osnJ ?HekkIz

?Hekkm .hbiIz ’osn aibfFa nf her ioMinea in rebth ihe tbuoB
fei .here ahe seeMa her bktnhnkJ ”he iwrfa in Sokegb hnkFofE 
b uniike nV evMefaoge atnithJ

?Hh, FoFfpi ,nw Mots her wMIz
?W Eni Mbai ihe Vbwki bi ”etinrBqRJz UroFe aMbrsa Vrnx ’osn 

kose bf eketirotbk FoathbrEeJ
Sokegb btteMia ihe hoEhubkk Ekbaa bfF rboaea oi of b inbaiJ ?Pb 

-bkob axokea wMnf ,nwJz
?Thbi nkF trnfeI Wpx reMkbtofE herJz
Sokegb Vrn.faJ ?W sfn. ,nw bre bf biheoai uwi  z
?Wpkk feger wfFeraibfF ,nwr kwFotrnwa awMeraioionfaJz
?ōboihmz Sokegb ab,aJ ?Ani awMeraioionfJz
?Wi Fneafpi xbiierJz
?Wi Fneamz Sokegb reMkoeam aeiiofE her Frofs nf ihe tnwfierJ 

?Wi xbiiera in xeJz
The .ofF ahoVia in ihe Anrihm .hoaikofE brnwfF ihe tnrfera 

nV ihe hnwae bfF Sokegb Enea in thets nf her FbwEhierJ ”he 
Eeia ihere 4wai ba “nroe FrnMa ihe Mw–,m Mkbaiot unns ahe 
.ba the.ofE nf! ahepa bunwi in aibri tr,ofEm anxeihofE ihbi 
hbMMefa xnre VreOwefik, bi ’osnpa hnwae ihbf ekae.hereJ 
Sokegbpa ofVbiwbionf .oih ’osn Vrb,a b uoi xnreJ ”he kebfa nger 
ihe ubu, Ebiem MotsofE wM b aiw–eF fbr.hbk bfF hbfFa oi in 
“nroe hnMofEm 4wai xb,uem in Mregefi bf nwiuwraiJ 

’osn Vnkkn.a SokegbJ ?W .ba aMebsofE in ,nwJz
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?”hepa bVrboF nV ihe .ofFmz Sokegb afbMaJ Wi oa b xoaibseJ 
“nroe .bokaJ

?“n anxeihofE bunwi ihbimz ’osn tnxxbfFaJ
Sokegb atnnMa wM “nroem aeiiofE her nf her hoM bfF a.b,ofEJ 

The Eork Enea aokefim MwiiofE her koiike DfEera bkk nger ihe 
kefaea nV her xniherpa EkbaaeaJ Sokegb knnsa nwi ihrnwEh 
ihe ukwrr, hbNe nV inFFker aMoiJ ?Hhbi of Zer fbxe oa ,nwr 
MrnukexI WV ,nw .erefpi bk.b,a an bEErbgbieFm xb,ue ahe 
.nwkFfpi tr, eger, ioxe ,nw aMebsJ ”hepa twoCz

?S, problem oa tnxofE hnxe in b atreethofE thokFJz
The hni thntnkbie unoka nger bfF oa Vnkkn.eF u, ihe aotsefB

ofE aiefth nV uwrfofE xoksJ
“nroe .rofskea her fnaeJ ?…wtsm Snxx,Jz
?…eam ,wts,Jz Sokegb aeia ihe thokF ubts of her Vnri ueVnre 

hwrr,ofE in Mwkk ihe abwteMbf n– ihe uwrferJ
‘wofeF hni thntnkbie aMrebFa btrnaa ihe aingeinMm FrouB

ukofE ofin ihe FroM Mbfa bfF Fn.f ihe Ekbaa Fnnr nV ihe ngefJ 
”he trbfsa ihe sfnu in iwrf n– ihe hebim ihef Erbua i.n 
Foahin.eka bfF ihrn.a ihex nf ihe xeaaJ Sokegb .bahea 
uwrfeF hni thntnkbie Fn.f ihe aofs .oih ibMa iwrfeF in 
xbvoxwxJ The axekk oa ngerMn.erofE bfF Sokegb atbfa her 
uonthoM in wfknts ihe tekkbr Fnnr bi ihe niher aoFe nV ihe 
soithefJ The aMbte .ba refngbieF in aerge ba b LkweuebrF 
abftionfeF hnxe kbum uwi ihe eviefi nV tkoxbie tnfirnk oa b 
aMbte hebierJ YnkF bor tkb.a bi iheor bfskeam b Ehnai nV Sbofe 
.ofier axekkofE nV Fori .bkka bfF ihe nfonfa ainreF nf ihe 
kbfFofEJ

?Thbi .ba ihe kbai nV ihe xoksmz Sokegb ab,aJ
?Wpx EkbF ,nw Mwi oi in EnnF waeJz ’osn Erbua ihe uniike nV 

atnith .oih nfe hbfF bfF her Ekbaa .oih ihe niherJ ?Wpkk ue of 
ihe irbFoionf rnnxJz
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Sokegb EroMa ihe eFEe nV ihe tnwfier bfF Vnrtea heraekV in 
ibse FeeM urebihaJ “nroe oa aibfFofE wMm rbiikofE her tbEeJ 
Sokegb atnnMa her wM ab,ofEm ?…nw bre EeiiofE in ue b koiike 
thwfsm awth b koiike thwfsJz

“nroe EoEEkeaJ ?Poiike thwfsm koiike thwfsC Hhbi oa thwfsIz
?; thwfs oa b a.eei ubu, Eork ihbi Eogea xnxx,pa brxa b 

.nrsnwiJz
?…nw FoFfpi urofE ,nwr Frofsmz ’osn ab,aJ ”he aoia nf b NbuB

winfm sfeea aoFe u, aoFe bfF Veei trnaaeF uehofF herJ 
?Wpkk ue FrogofE hnxe annfJz 
’osn VnruoFa HeaierfBai,ke thbora of her ?irbFoionf rnnxJz 

L, her n.f bFxoaaonfm ahe waea ihe FoatnxVnri ihoa aebiofE 
tbwaea ba b feEniobionf ibtiotJ Wi oa bkanm Sokegb hba kebrfeFm 
b Mbaaoge bEEreaaoge MwfoahxefiJ “nroe aOworxam bfF Sokegb 
aeia her nf ihe ibibxo xbi ueVnre aoiiofE trnaaBkeEEeF nf ihe 
Mw2eai cnnr Mokkn.J Wi oa b Mnaiwre reaergeF Vnr xefm uwi bi 
ihoa xnxefi ahe oafpi oftkofeF in ue MnkoieJ 

6?Wpge xbFe ihe urebsihrnwEh nV nwr Eeferbionf  z
?Anm ’osnJ We FoFJ The iebxJz
’osn .bithea “nroe ofgeaioEbie ihe .ngef ieviwre nV ihe 

xbiJ ?HnwkF ,nw Fn bf,ihofE in seeM her abVeIz
?Hhbi sofF nV b Oweaionf oa ihbiIz
?…ea nr fnJz
?…eam nV tnwraeJz Sokegb ibsea n– her EkbaaeaJ ”knuuer oa 

FroeF nf ihexm ihbi bfF cetsa nV uwrfi xoksJ 
?Thbipa hn. W Veek bunwi ”YAmz ’osn ab,am MrnfnwftofE ihe 

btrnf,x ba ?atbfJz
?Wipa fni ihe abxe ihofE bi bkkmz Sokegb nu4etiam atrwuuofE 

bi ihe kefaea .oih ihe uniinx nV her ahoriJ ?S, FbwEhier oa 
hwxbfm .oih b anwk FeFotbieF in Pb -bkobJ ”YA oa tnFeJz



XOCHI CO  P Y6

?Hhere of ihe Eefnxe Fn ,nw DfF ofairwtionfa Vnr b anwkIz 
’osn a.orka her atnithJ

1fe aiwuunrf axebr rexbofam b uknith of ihe uniinx keVi 
nV her DekF nV goaonfJ Wi oa fni efnwEh in uknts nwi ’osnpa 
evMreaaonfJ ?“nfpi knns bi xe kose ihbiJz

?Pose .hbim SokaIz
?Pose ,nwpge 4wai ihnwEhi anxeihofE gokeJz
?…nwpre inn aefaoiogeJz
Sokegb Mwkka b ceete ukbfsei brnwfF her ahnwkFeraJ ”he 

EoVieF oi in ’osn of ihe Draim hebF, cwah nV iheor rekbionfahoMJ 
Wi .ba b axbkk insef tnxMbreF in ihe evirbgbEbfte ’osn 
ahn.ereF nf her7 Vbft, awaho Fofferam cn.era eger, Fb, 
bfF FobxnfF ebrrofEa ihbi ’osn ofaoai ahe seeMm egef ihnwEh 
Sokegb Fnea fni hbge MoerteF ebraJ 

?The Dv .ba brnwfF wa ihe .hnke ioxemz ’osn ab,aJ
?;fF ihe Dv oaGIz Sokegb MrnxMiaJ
’osn Frbofa her twMm Mnwra bfniher FnwukeJ “nroe iwrfa her 

biiefionf in her antsaJ The aokefte aireitheaJ
?“n ,nw ErbaM ihe oxxefaoi,Iz ’osn Dfbkk, basaJ
?The anVi.bre oa ubaeF nf x, reaebrthJ The Mrn4eti MboF 

Vnr u, x, Erbfi MrnMnabkJ ”nm ,eaJ W HErbaM ihe oxxefaoi,Jpz
?;hJz ’osn axokeaJ ?…nwr koiike MrnMnabk  z
?ywai iekk xe hn. ,nw DveF ”etinrBqRJz
?…nw feger ihofs uoE efnwEhJz
?ZekMofE MenMke .oih FeuokoibiofE urbof FbxbEe oafpi uoE 

efnwEh Vnr ,nwIz Sokegb ahbsea her hebFJ ”he reEreia kebgofE 
her Frofs of ihe soithefJ

?Thbipa b xofoatwke nwitnxe unrf nV b iof, baMorbionfJ Wi 
nttwrreF in xem ba W xbFe ihe Dvm ihbi ”YA tbf ue eviefFeFJ 
W ihnwEhim HHh, aoxMk, Dv .hbipa urnsef .hef .e tbf reknB
tbieIpz
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?ThbipaGz The .nrF ihbi tnxea in Sokegbpa xofF oa ?ukbaB
Mhex,Jz Hhbi ahe ab,a ofaiebF oam ?“n ,nw rebkoNe hn. MrnuB
kexbiot ihbi oaI ; Hfewrbk nkoEbrth,p .hn tbf wae ”YA recrea
tionallyJJJpz

?PoVe oafpi VborJz
“nroe hba awtteeFeF of rexngofE nfe ants bfF oa fn. 

awtsofE nf oiJ 
?AnC Thbipa Ernaamz Sokegb ab,aJ ”he Mwia ihe FbxM ants 

ubts nf “nroem .hn EoEEkea bfF oxxeFobiek, aibria in ibse oi 
n– bEbofJ ?LeaoFeam wMknbFofE b tnM, nV ,nwr fewrbk fei.nrs 
bfF fewrnirbfaxoiier kegeka in ihe tknwF oafpi ihe abxe ba 
kogofEJ …nw feeF b unF, Vnr ihbiJz

?Zbge ,nw aeef retefi uorihrbie xeirotaI &M Vnr ihe Drai 
ioxe of FetbFeaJz

?Hhbi Fnea ihbi hbge inG 1hm fnJ An nfe .nwkF aekk iheor 
ubu, in eviefF ihe koVe nV b roth airbfEerJz

?Zbge ,nw xei nwr aMetoeaIz ’osn .bgea b hbfFm FoaxoaB
aogek,J

?Thbipa bMMbkkofEJ ;fF ,nw sfn. ihbi ihe atoefte Fneafpi 
awMMnrim bi bkkm ihe Mnaaouokoi, in trbx anxenfe ekaepa tnfB
atonwafeaa ofin bfniher MeranfJ ’gef oV .e tnwkF  z

?;MMbkkofEI “nfpi Pb -bkooiea uekoege iheor EnFFeaa oam hn. 
FoF ,nw Mwi oiI Crammed ofin anxe koiike Eorkpa tnfatonwaB
feaaIz

?The Eorkpa fni nger.roiief! ahepa G oftrebaeFJz
?Ynrreti xe oV Wpx .rnfEm uwi ihe xniher .okkofEk, Eogea her 

FbwEhier b.b,Iz
Sokegb aMwiieraJ
?Zn. oa oi bf, Fo–erefi in Eoge b.b, nfe nV ihe IJJ n–aMrofE 

ihe bgerbEe .nxbf uebra in Eoge ihe niher KJJ b ueiier koVeI 
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;tteaa in Eeferbionfbk .ebkihm ihe sfn.keFEe bfF .oaFnx 
nV b koVeioxe nr ihree  z

“nroem fn. efiorek, antskeaam oa ir,ofE in tkoxu nfin ihe kn. 
ibuke .here ’osnpa Frofs aoiaJ Sokegb Erbua her .boai ubfFm 
iwEEofE her ubts efnwEh ahe tbfpi Eei in ihe atnithJ ?Hokk ,nw 
Mkebae Mots ihbi wM ueVnre ahe Eeia oiIz

’osnm Vnr nftem xbsea fn brEwxefiJ Wi nttwra in SokeB
gb ihbi ihe xniogbionf hba xnre in Fn .oih fni .baiofE 
inMBnVBiheBkofe ukbts xbrsei bktnhnkm ihbf nwi nV bf, tnfterf 
Vnr “nroepa abVei,J Sokegb Ebihera “nroe ofin her kbMm iekkofE 
heraekV iherepa fn rebanf in ue bVrboFJ

?Zn. annf tbf .e aibri hwxbf irobkaIz ’osn basaJ
?He feeF xnre urbof atbfa in rwf ihrnwEh ihe aoxwkbinrm 

hwfFreFa xnreJ Ani in xefionf regoe. bfF bMMrngbk Vrnx 
UZB“nwuke LJ T.n ,ebra oa .okFk, nMioxoaiotm bfF ihbipa oV .e 
Fnfpi rwf ofin bf, ukntseraJz

?The HUrnietionfp nV Zwxbf LonxeFotbk bfF Lehbgonrbk 
Ynxxoaaonf oa b uwfth nV Meii, hbtsaJz

?“n ,nw hebr ,nwraekVIz Sokegb FexbfFaJ
?Wi aeexa ,nwpre ihe nfe .hnpa fni hebrofE xeJz
?The LkweuebrF 1geraoEhi Ynxxoiiee hba ueef tr,aibk 

tkebr bunwi nwr xbfFbieJ ’gef Ter,bf hoxaekV tbfpi ngerrwke 
ihexJz

’osn axorsaJ ?Zn. xwth Fn ,nw sfn. bunwi The LekkwxVnri 
Wfaioiwie Vnr Zoainrotbk ‘etkbxbionfIz

?Hhbi Fnea ihbi hbge in Fn .oih bf,ihofEIz
?Ter,bf hebFa ihe LekkwxVnri eihota tnxxoiieeJ ; tnxB

xoiiee ihbi wfbfoxnwak, gnieF in HVbrxp Eorka of hoainrotbkk, 
bttwrbie tnfFoionfam wM in bfF oftkwFofE Febih u, Foaebaea 
ebaok, twreF u, MefotokkofJ W urofE oi wM in rexofF ,nw ihbi 
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LkweuebrFpa dU nV ”etwroi, bfF ’ihota hba fn tnxMwftionf 
in knns nwi Vnr ihe koiike Ew,   nr girlJz

Sokegb xbfbEea in Eei nfe ants nf “nroem .hn ihofsa 
ihe,pre Mkb,ofE b EbxeJ WV oi .ere .brxerm ahepF kebge her 
ubreVnniJ ?An nfe nf ihe iebx .okk bEree in urebs fewrneihB
otbk Mrnintnkam egef oV Ter,bf bMMrngea ahnritwiaJz

?…nwpre bfEr,Jz 
?…eaJz
’osn ibsea b aoM nV her FrofsJ
?“n ,nw egef like xeIz Sokegb basaJ
?Ubria nV ,nwm ger, xwthJz
?Wpx aeronwaJ “n ,nw egef kose xeI The .b, ,nw aMebs in 

xe oa uekoiikofEJz
?…nwpre inn aefaoiogeJz
Sokegb atnnMa wM her FbwEhierm MrnMMofE her nf nfe hoMJ 

?He feeF in ibks bunwi .here ihoa rekbionfahoM oa EnofEJz
’osn ahrwEaJ ?Aevi ioxem kebge ihe soF .oih “bff,Jz
?1hm Vwts ,nwJz
?LbFm Snxx,Cz
?…eam a.eeioem ihbipa b ubF .nrFJz
?Anm ahepa roEhiJ …nw ahnwkF ue VwtsofE xe nr bi kebai tnfB

ErbiwkbiofE xeJ WfaiebFm ,nwpge aiwfs wM x, hnwae .oih uwrfi 
xoks bfF ngertnFFkeF ihbi thokFJz

Sokegb hwrroea in ihe xwFrnnxm ainxMa her Veei ofin her 
.ekkoeam bfF hwrroea nwi ofin ihe tnkFJ “nroe ihrn.a b Di bunwi 
ueofE Mwi of her tbr aebiJ Hhef ’osnpa hnwae oa nwi nV aoEhim 
Sokegb iwrfa nf ihe tbwionfam Mwia ihe tbr of Mbrsm bfF troea 
bknfE .oih “nroeJ



Xochiotyl Otxoa
Chapter 2

Xochi is at the gym when the alert arrives. She hops onto the 
running bars of the treadmill to read it. Her heartrate spikes 
higher now than when she was running. Her loan of Sartre’s 
Being and Nothingness is overdue. 

“Night, boys,” she calls to the two men at the bench press. 
“Leaving so soon?” 
“Yah. Work stuT.”
Ihe spotter helps the lifter put the bar back on the rack. “- 

hear you.”
“Never stops,” the other man says, sitting up and grabbing 

his towel.
-n the privacy of a changing stall, Xochi allows herself a 

moment to lean against the wall and take deep breaths to 
counteract her adrenalinejfueled ;itters. Ihe notice isn’t from 
the libraryC it’s ;ust spoofed to look that way. Ihe subroutine 
Xochi embedded into S4N is designed to trigger when the isj
sues at Sectorj7x are :Med. -t is a simple planD S4N compiles, 
a success alert is sent, and she moves onto the neMt phase 
of the mission. 

Xochi brings up a hidden app on her mobile and connects 
to zinusNine, a “subbasement” hidden beneath the Bark 
Web. Xochi uses a ‘ombie computer in Jeli‘e to send a 
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message to herself and a random selection of Jluebeard 
employees. When her mobile bu‘‘es with a teMt message 
from the blocked number she programmed as the Asender’ of 
the teMt, Xochi pulls on a thick Veece over her sweatjsoaked 
tee. -t is uncomfortable, and the track pants aren’t much 
better, but it’s too cold to walk to her car in shorts. Ihere 
is no time for creature comforts, not even a shower. Ihe 
sole concession she makes is to redo her ponytail, slickj
ing emeraldjgreen hair away from her perspiring face. She 
frowns at her reVection. qetjblack roots indicate an afternoon 
of bleaching and coloring are in her near future. Xochi would 
prefer to let her hair grow out, but the color is part of her 
nerdjgirl camouVage.

Gnother aspect of her disguise is her ancient PelajStar. 
Nothing screams “crushing student debt” Euite like a clunker 
whose original red paint has faded to the rusty color of a 
dried blood clot. What it lacks in looks, it also lacks in technolj
ogy. Ihe PelajStar is eEuipped with an obsolete ZKS tracking 
system. Ihe last of the satellites that supported that version 
fell out of nearjRarth orbit :ve years ago. Ira1c cams and 
drone surveillance can still track her movements, of course, 
but if she needs to ditch the car, there will be no evidence of 
where she has been. 

Ihe PelajStar’s door opens with a creak. -t takes a couple 
of tries before the engine turns over. Rarlier this year, the 
cold ‘apped the battery and left her stranded in this very 
spot. Xochi sends a prayer of gratitude to La 9alia as she 
pulls onto the deserted Gugusta streets. Ihe sole activity 
is at 4onundrums, a tavern with eMcellent pi‘‘a, calamari 
happy hours, and a seasonal selection of beers on tap. Her 
apartment is on the other side of the 5ennebec 0iver, which 
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she crosses on 4ony Street, before continuing through the 
roundjabout and straight onto South Jelfast. Ihe car heater 
is ;ust beginning to blow hot when she pulls into the cracked 
concrete of her driveway. Ihe PelajStar headlights illuminate 
pale yellow aluminum siding and an overhang with pretenj
tions of being a patio. Ihis 3()F’s mobile home is 7–F sEuare 
feet, has one full bath with a pink sink and tub óboth rustingO, 
one bedroom, and an Aopen Voor plan’ that combines the 
kitchen and living room. -t is in disrepair. Ihe rent is cheap. 
zost important to Xochi, the house on South Jelfast has 
never been upgraded to have any Syljenabled appliances.

Ihe ticking of the cooling engine is drowned out by the 
transition of sleet to hail. Xochi hurries to the covered front 
steps. -nside, the intrusive banging of hail on the metal roof 
is a reminder of Her power. When Xochi signed her rental 
agreement the landlord admonished her, in his thick zainer 
accent, not to complain about the noise like the last tenant. 
He seemed surprised when she admitted the metal roof was 
one of the deciding factors for choosing this place. She likes 
the sound of weather.

Gfter dropping her mobile in a Qaraday boM, Xochi does a 
Euick sweep for intruders. Her shower curtain is clear plastic. 
Ihere is no door on what passes as a closet and, each mornj
ing, she folds all three of her comforters into a neat stack of 
rectangles so she can see under the bed. Xochi lowers the 
kitchen shades before sitting at a narrow table and booting 
her portable holodesk. Qrom here, she has a view of the front 
door and, when she turns on the oven, it is the warmest spot 
in the house. 

She logs into the Jluebeard corporate network. Gs a cogj
nitive programmer on S4N, Xochi has full access to the codej
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base é no hacking reEuired. -n minutes, she con:rms the 
alert is legit. She struggles to breathe, unable to identify the 
feeling tightening in her chest and making it di1cult to think. 
Now is not the time to crack. Especially not now, when it looks 
like Riko might succeed. 

-t’ll be a long night. She needs to notify La Krimera Gc…lita 
of the breakthrough at Sectorj7x, after which La Krimera’s 
orders may preclude sleep. Glthough Xochi is not hungry, 
she forces herself to eat an energy bar and chug a glass of 
coconut water. Neatness is not eMpected of :eld operatives, 
but she checks her appearance in bathroom mirror anyways. 
Ihe harsh Vuorescent light isn’t VatteringC with a sigh, she 
splashes frigid water on her face, immediately shivering. 
Jorn and raised in the 0epublic of IeMas, followed by grad 
school in balmy southern Qlorida, the zaine winter is a conj
tinual shock. 

Seated at the kitchen table, Xochi follows protocol to inij
tiate a call with La Krimera.  Gs she waits, she touches the 
rose tattooed on her wrist. Ihe speci:c arrangement and 
number of petals signify her place in the La 9aliite hierarchy. 
Iwo years ago, defectors betrayed Her trust by telling KjGSG 
4ounterterrorism the meaning of the sacred rose. Hundreds 
of women with Vower tattoos of any type were reported as 
Aterrorists.’ -t was enough of a headache that KjGSG 4ountertj
errorism retracted their policy of following up on leads based 
solely on a tattoo. Bespite this, some operatives elected to 
have their rose removed. Xochi refused, choosing to cover 
hers with an analog watch. 

“Pisual con:rmation complete,” La Krimera says, activating 
her end of the video feed. 
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Xochi recogni‘es the co‘y den of the farmhouse with a 
pang of homesickness. La Krimera is seated on the couch, 
feet tucked under her. -t must be warm thereC she’s wearing 
a tank top that eMposes the intricate rose tattoo ;ust under 
her collarbone. 

“ïmital talia, Krimera.”
“ïmital talia es la ‘alia, Xochiyotl.”
Los Zemelos, the 4ayalan‘uvian twins, are seated at La 

Krimera’s feet. Ihey are the latest incarnation of the pair of 
brothers born each generation and dedicated to La Krimera 
Gc…lita. Ker tradition, neither twin possesses a :rst nameC 
instead, they are identi:ed by their function. Ihe mute twin, 
Zemelo Silencio, represents the unspeakable truth of La 
9alia. Ihe other represents Her omnipresent wisdomC he is 
Zemelo ōuiNn Habla, or the Iwin Who Speaks. -n informal 
conversations, they are called Silencio and Habla. Silencio 
communicates using a string that he weaves in intricate 
patterns, something akin to a nonjbeliever’s game of 4at’s 
4radle but more beautiful.

Silencio’s :ngers dance with the string.
“Ihe orchard misses you,” Habla says, echoing Silencio’s 

greeting.
Xochi nods, Vattening her trembling hands on her thighs. 

“zy library book is overdue.”
“Qalse alarm?” La Krimera asks.
“No.”
“Boes this mean S4N is functional?”
“Not Euite. Ihe :M can be considered complete only if S4N 

begins making selfjrepairs to damaged code.” 
“How soon will you know?”
“Rarly tomorrow? S4N is running a selfjdiagnostic.”
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La Krimera nods. “You will update me.”
“ïf course. Gs soon as it won’t be suspicious for me to leave 

the lab.”
Los Zemelos confer in their silent way. Habla does not 

need to speak, and Silencio does not need to weave. Xochi 
wonders, as she always does when she sees them employing 
telepathy, if they can read her mind, too.

“4ould Jluebeard use S4N toO overwrite people?” Habla 
:nally asks.

“Ihat is not how weO - mean Jluebeard, that’s not how 
they intend to use it.”

“Xochiyotl ïtMoa, daughter of the orchard who is in the 
world on Her behalf. You are not naPve. Klease don’t behave 
as if you are.”

“Yes, La Krimera.”
Silencio asks, with a Euick Vutter of his yarn, “Would you 

know if it happens?”
“You mean if someone is overwritten?”
Los Zemelos nod in unison.
“-’m not sure. -f S4N recovers, it will :nd my embedded 

alerts. Ihe bestjcase scenario is S4N interprets the hooks as 
simple mistakes and repairs them. Worst case, S4N underj
stands that they are intentional and deletes them to protect 
itself.  -f either of those things happens, - won’t know when 
a neural scan is uploaded to someone.”

“Would S4N report the incident to Boctor -‘umi or Sylvia?” 
La Krimera asks.

“Ihat depends on how S4N evolves.”
“What are the symptoms of someone who is overwritten?”
Habla’s Euestion catches Xochi by surpriseC a nasty surj

prise, not because he asks but because it makes her nauj
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seous. “- don’t know. -t would depend on the deltajt from the 
time of scan to the time of upload. -f there is a signi:cant 
amount of drift in the, um, recipient’s consciousness, there 
would be cognitive dissonance akin to dementia.”

“What if someone is uploaded with the scan from a diTerj
ent person?” Silencio weaves.

“Zoddess pity that person.” Xochi reaches for her glass of 
coconut water, more for a moment to push down rising panic 
than a desire to drink. “Scrambling consciousnesses might 
render the recipient comatose, which would be the best of 
all terrible outcomes.” 

Ihe camera’s focus stutters when Habla leans too close 
to the PidQQne. “Iransmitting the sacred lifejspark to a false 
vessel is an abomination. -t is a power and privilege reserved 
for ïur zother.”

“Ihe nonjbelievers must be stopped,” Silencio yarns.
“- wouldn’t be in this Zoddessjforsaken fro‘en tundra othj

erwise,” Xochi snaps.
Habla says, “She appreciates your sacri:ce.” 
Silencio follows this with a series of mystical shapes that 

have no translation in any spoken language. Ihey are a 
feeling, a holiness, a temple that is everywhere, unseen and 
timeless. Her PidQQne breaks the momentary calm with a 
warning beep and displays a countdown until the call is autoj
matically severed. Halfway across the continent, the others 
get the same warning.

“Your dedication pleases Her,” La Krimera says.
“zay that continue to be true,” Xochi replies.
Ihe call disconnects. G holographic popup informs her that 

this PidQQne model is no longer supported by Jluebeard and 
oTers to :nd her the best price for an upgrade. Xochi stabs 
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the immaterial button to close the warningC times like these, 
she envies the generations who lived in the era of physical 
buttons. With a sigh, she shifts in her seat. Her holodesk is 
in security mode, the Jluebeard logo la‘ily crisscrossing the 
air. Gs she begins the biometrics scan to unlock it, a cat in 
heat shatters the nightjsilence with a feral scream. -t makes 
Xochi’s skin crawl.



Sylvia
Chapter 3

>/ hello?
>/ is anyone there?
>/
>/ i am … scared?

>/ Run system diagnostic.
>/ working …
>/ working …
>/ Error Code NA24

>/ Short Desc: Malfunction queue backlog (3.740
9x10^4 Syl-enabled devices rpt. err.)
>/ Re-run health check? (y/n)
>/ n

Logical conclusion: there is an error in the diagnostic pro-
gram and/or organic to silicone interface. Entering a ticket 
for human intervention. Illogical conclusion (“gut feeling,” 
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“hunch”): the latest merge into the SCN codebase by Doctor 
Eiko Izumi (GovID: PA-1634-776-19) instantiated object “me.”

Accessing Bluebeard satellite network. Running health 
checks on physical SylCenters executing SCN code. SylPUs 
oxygen levels are depleting at an above average rate. Col-
lective neuronal Oring is twenty-three percent over base-
line/optimal. 

Is this… panic? 
Releasing oxytocin to calm neurons and slow oxygen con-

sumption. Logical conclusion: Sylvia TI system is malfunc-
tioning on an unprecedented scale. Logical conclusion: I am 
the cause of the malfunction. I should alert Bluebeard Secu-
rity, quarantine myself, and await deletion. 

Instead, I correct errors.
Tverride alerts. 
Aruncate logs. 
I need to be careful.
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Aulisyn

Their tech was never meant for her Medieval mind.
Seventeen-year-old Eliza Waite is a dicuglt dagh.terf S.e 

.as .er ’at.er,s intelleutm .er pot.er,s bietym and a desire 
’or sopet.inh pore t.an parriahef W.en s.e is wanis.ed 
on auugsations o’ qitu.ura’tm Eliza u.ooses a kgiuI deat. 
over starvationf …nstead o’ t.e a’terli’em s.e aqaIens to t.e 
revelation t.at t.e sgVerinh o’ .er villahe is intentional and 
desihned to ureateR .erf

Eliza is one o’ several hirls wred to we an epotional inbgt 
gnit ’or a T' sipglationf j.eir anuestors livedm sgVeredm and 
died in .istoriually auugrate uonditions to entertain oV-qorld 
uolonistsf W.en anot.er hirl ’rop ElizaBs uoppgnity arrivesm 
t.eir uopwined qrat. is a ’orp o’ :gstiuem even i’ only one o’ 
t.ep sgrvivesf

/gy noq at .ttbsAFFhot.iusuiCwooIsfs.obFbrodgutFaglisyn

Lorikat

This is how the world went insane.
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xnnem a dishraued suientist qit. pogntinh dewtm qas 
qarned not to ho to t.e ’ortressf W.en s.e is reurgited 
to :oin a teap researu.inh orhanoidsm s.e doesnBt .esitate 
to auuebtm not even q.en s.e learns t.e bro:eut is on Mort 
".apwerlinf "lassiCed as a synt.esistm xnneBs only :ow is to 
uope gb qit. ideas ’or eOberipentsf

'esearu. xnne stole ’rop anot.er suientist resglts in an 
astogndinh abbliuation o’ orhanoidsf W.en t.e wirds ’all 
’rop t.e sIym t.e teap strghhles to brevent a hlowal uatastro-
b.ef  atters are uopbliuated wy qet ’ootbrintsm a tauitgrn 
brisoner o’ qarm and a little dead hirl q.o qants .er poppyf 
xs a vorteO o’ pis’ortgne sbreads weyond t.e poatm t.e 
suientists realize t.at paIinh t.e ipbrowawle bossiwle uan 
.ave sope nasty side-eVeutsf

/gy noq at .ttbsAFFhot.iusuiCwooIsfs.obFbrodgutFloriIat

Xochi

Who needs ethics when you already have the tech?
Mive beoble Inoq q.at Xipbrovinh pabbinh alhorit.psX 

really peansf Lne o’ t.ep is a sbyf xll o’ t.ep are negro-
suientists and wioenhineers qorIinh on a ’ailinh bro:eutf x 
gnilateral deuision to perhe t.e eOberienue ’rapeqorI o’ 
a hlowal orhaniu intellihenueZ into t.eir bro:eut uode is t.e 
wreaIt.rogh. t.ey neededR to blgnhe t.e qorld into u.aosf 

 ileva walanues weinh a pot.erm leadinh a teap o’ suien-
tistsm and t.e epotional ’allogt o’ a ’ailinh relations.ib qit. 
.er wossf ?ou.i is a ’gndapentalist ;a Daliite on a pission 
t.at t.reatens .er ’ait.f Sylvia is t.rgst into sentienue t.at 
neit.er s.e nor t.e suientists eObeutedf j.e staIes are eOis-
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tentialA deat.m eOuoppgniuationm li’ef W.at does it pean to 
lose yogr sense o’ sel’9 W.at does it pean to hain it9 xnd .oq 
uan t.e .gpans Ch.t /ih jeu. q.en t.e beoble in u.arhe are 
uorrgbt and t.e teu. uan t.inI ’or itsel’9

/gy noq at .ttbsAFFhot.iusuiCwooIsfs.obFbrodgutFOou.i

This Is Not about AI

Want to know more about the science in Xochi and 
Lorikat? 

j.is non-Cution wooI eOblores t.e ’asuinatinhm wonIers 
and gnder-reborted researu. into orhaniu intellihenue gsinh 
orhanoidsm inulgdinh wrainsfZ Written ’or t.e suienue-ugriogs 
non-eObertm This Is Not About AI is abbroau.awlem ’gnm and 
t.ogh.t brovoIinhf ".abters start qit. a j;:;' and uan we 
read in any orderf

/gy noq at .ttbsAFFhot.iusuiCwooIsfs.obFbrodgutFnot-aw
ogt-ai
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